
 

 
 

Passover Haggadah Insert 
 

Ritual for lighting a yahrzeit candle on the eve of the Festival 
This can be done privately in a quiet moment in advance of the holiday gathering, 
or with others as the seder is commencing, just before sunset and the kindling of 
the festival lights.  The ritual may take place at the seder table or in another 
location where the candle can burn safely for the next 24 hours.  For safety 
reasons, an electric lamp may also be used.  Begin by [taking a breath and] 
lighting the yahrzeit candle.  
 
Light the memorial candle. 
 
Recite: “I am lighting this memorial candle in honor of (my) 
____________________.” 
relationship, loved one’s name 
 
Say a few words about how you will miss, remember, or honor your loved one(s) 
during the seder or during this holiday season. 
 
When finished, recite:  
(for a male) “Zichrono livracha ִזְכרֹונֹו ִלְבָרָכה – May his memory be for blessing.” 

(for a female) “Zichronah livracha ִזְכרֹוָנּה ִלְבָרָכה – May her memory be for blessing.” 

(for two or more loved ones) “Zichronam livracha ִזְכרֹוָנם ִלְבָרָכה –                   

May their memories be for blessing.” 
 

A welcoming ritual to follow the first enumeration of the order of the seder   
It is said that the Israelites left Egypt as part of a “mixed multitude”.  It became 
increasingly significant for our history that each person, each family, each tribe, 
guild, age, gender, and sensibility was represented together in our shared 
Exodus from Egypt.  This can be an opportunity to link hands, to look around this 
Passover table, and to appreciate the contributions and the unique value of each 
person sharing in this evening’s celebration. [At a small seder everyone can take 
turns mentioning a contribution or a special quality that someone else brings to 
the seder.  Alternatively the host(s) might individually acknowledge everyone 
present in some particular way, or speak to the special mix of attendees present.  
One way to do this at a large seder is to take a couple of minutes (after the 
reading above) for people to speak with the one or two others sitting closest, and 
each person can mention a contribution or a special quality that their 
conversation partner and/or another attendee brings to the seder.]  



 
 
A ritual for personalizing the seder 
To be read when mention is made of the egg – or when hard-boiled eggs are set 
out after the karpas (parsley) is dipped in saltwater:  The hard-boiled or roasted 
egg is often referred to as a symbol of new life and possibility.  Hard-boiled eggs 
are also commonly present at shiva gatherings for “meals of consolation” 
following a funeral.  Thus, the egg represents the full life cycle.  We can take this 
moment to acknowledge both new beginnings and losses we carry among us at 
this season.  [At this point the egg can be passed around the table and when 
holding the egg each person who wishes can mention a new beginning and/or a 
loss] 
 
 
At the seder’s end: a moment of reflection  
A traditional seder ends with the recitation: “Next Year in Jerusalem.”  We 
conclude our celebration looking toward a more hopeful, peaceful future.  Of 
course there is so much we don’t know about what the coming year holds.  [or: 
We know that so much can change in a year!] This can be an opportunity to 
reflect on our heartfelt personal and collective hopes for the coming months; and 
to wish one another well until the next celebration. 
 
!ַחג ָׂשֵמחַ      

Happy Passover!   Hag samayah!    Gut Yontif!   
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